
"You are worth celebrating, Siyakubhiyozela Mbokodo!"

CELEBRATING WOMEN IN AGRICULTURE
NCORA DAIRY FARM

Ms Sinokuphila Kekezwa (27yrs) 
Junior Farm Manager

" I became part of dairy farming in January 2012 at Fort 
Hare Dairy Trust as a student required to complete my 

NDip: Animal Production. Then became a Junior Manager 
currently at Ncora Dairy. It’s a big farm with big 

challenges and every- day brings an opportunity for 
growth. It challenges me to think out of the box and solve 

problems. I enjoy nurturing calves until they become 
mature and watching them grow. My aspirations are to be 

amongst the most successful female farmers in the 
industry not only dairy but tapping into other agricultural 
industries as well. I want to be the beacon of hope and 
have many women relate to my journey and through it 

realize that it can be done. I would like to see myself being 
the voice of the youth and taking part in youth develop-
ment programs that promote agriculture. As a woman in 

this Industry your abilities are doubted and therefore must 
prove yourself. 

“My journey with Amadlelo started in 2017 as a student 
completing a Diploma in Animal Production at NMMU. Then 
in 2019 I was promoted to Assistant Farm Manager at Ncora 

Dairy. Being the youngest female in Management is a 
challenge and having to work with different people mostly 

older than me. I have however, with time learnt to embrace 
the diversity within Amadlelo.  I love Agriculture as it is one 

essential industry, it will always be in demand because 
people cannot survive without food. My advice to the female 

youth that want to pursue a career in Agriculture is that 
they must be passionate about it, because just like any other 

field/ Industry there are bitter-sweet moments. For me, 
agriculture is like a lifetime investment, I chose it as a career 
with no hopes of going back. My biggest dream is to run my 
own farm one day and be one of the most recognized female 

farmers in South Africa. Over and above, to be an 
Inspiration to the young people, especially females.”

Ms Nandipha Damse (26)
Assistant Farm Manager 
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“I started working here in January 2013 and at that time I 
didn’t know much about agriculture, I only came because I 

my mind I’ve always thought that its only men who can do 
farming and since I came here I got to learn a lot of things 

which I didn’t know about and I also realised that even us as 
women can do as much as men can do in agriculture. I love the 
relationship we have with our managers, they’ve made it easy 
for us to communicate and to open up to them about our 

-
tiality as should be. We are well taken care of, we always

get our salary on time and they even organised a transport to 
drive us to and back from work which is much safer especially 
for us women. I’d love to see most women in the agricultural 
sector occupying higher positions and for us to not just work 
for money but to also practise agriculture outside work so 

-
cially females. I believe by so doing we will get to see most of 
us climbing the ladder of success and be recognised as well.”

“I started in August of 2019; I am a
calf-rearer. I love being a calf rearer

as I get a chance to nurture the life of
the calves. I love when my animals
are healthy. I just love being a calf
rearer and would not want to be

anywhere else but with the calves.”

“My journey at Ncora Dairy began in 2013 and at that 
time I was a calf rearer because of the experience I 
had from my previous workplace and over the years 
I was then moved to the dairy as a milker. All my life 

I’ve been working on farms because of the love I have 
for agriculture. I enjoy working with my current my 

managers. Pay day is my favourite day of the month and 
here I always receive my salary on time and it’s satis-
fying. Calving time is my favourite season at the dairy 
because that’s the time we make really good money. 

Everything has been exciting for me since I started so 
much that I cannot even think of anything that I regard 
as a challenge. However, everything that comes my way 
whether good or bad I always take it as an opportunity 

for me to grow. My dream for women
in Agriculture is to see them occupying managerial 

positions and to see my fellow
colleagues growing in the industry.”

“On the 14th of April 2018that’s when my
journey in the Dairy Industry started, I 
am a Milker. I enjoy milking the cows, I 

love cleaning the dairy spotless. I generally 
enjoy to be at work. What is challenging 
for me it is waking up early mornings. My 

desire is to learn how to get the cows 

help them to give birth.”

Ms Thobeka Gelekeqe (52)
General Farm Worker

Ms Ayanda Khobo (51)
General Farm Worker

Ms Nozalapha Lomboza (55)
General Farm Worker

Ms Pakama M Klaas (55)
General Farm Worker
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“I started on the 24th January 2020. I love the 
fact that Ncora Dairy has brought change to 
the community and the youth of Ncora now 

have a place of work and can feed our families. 
Amadlelo is teaching us to be independent as 

black people. My dream is that I can learn more 
about dairy farming and get more experience. 

To be involved in the making of decisions.”

“I was in 2014 when I came desperately 
looking for a job and I started as a 

weedcontroller and I would be called only 
when they have a job for me from season 

toseason. In 2017 early July I was then 
offered a permanent Job as a calf rearer. 

Ilove money, and Ncora dairy pays me well. 
The relationship I have with mymanagers is 
amazing so much that every morning I wake 
up with a positive attitude and excitement of 

going to work as if I’m going home. In 
general, I just enjoy my wok as itkeeps me 

active and healthy as a result, I look younger 
than many women of my age. To see women 

taking agriculture seriously and owning
up spaces.”

“I started working at Ncora Dairy in 2012, three months 

I was all driven by the love I’ve always had for agriculture 
since I’m from a farming family myself and I obviously 

I was born and grew up at Lower Ncora with both my 
parents who were farmers. We were only 2 at home and 
that was me and my sister, no boys. We grew up doing 
everything from herding cows to and from pastures to 
planting and harvesting and we really enjoyed it. I just 

generally love animals by nature and working here brings 
me much closer to them which I enjoy. I love working with 
my colleagues, we are a united team and that excites me. I 

them very polite as they don’t shout when correcting our 
mistakes. I would love to see women living and practising 
agriculture even in their houses, owning up spaces and 

investing in it by buying their own stock even if they buy 
to sell. In that way they will be building up their own riches 

without depending on the other gender (men).”

“I started my journey at Ncora Dairy on 
the 21 of November 2015. I enjoy 

cleaning the dairy and ensuring that we 
get low Somatics and bacteria. I like being 
part of the team to make the dairy the 
best. My desire is to see myself knowing 
most of the aspects of dairy farming, I 
would love to know more about the 
pastures as well as getting the cows 

pregnant.”

Ms Thembela Mninhise (53)
General Farm Worker

Ms Nontombi B Wana (37) 
General Farm Worker

Ms Nomkitha Ncapha (50) 
General Farm Worker

Ms Philiswa Katoyi (40)
General Farm Worker
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“I began my Journey at Ncora Dairy in 2012 

always loved agriculture and when I heard 
that there’s a dairy opening in my 

community, I applied for the job immediately 
without hesitation. I enjoy working with my 
fellowcolleagues, we are a united team. The 
relationship we have with our managers is 
so amazing that they’ve made it easy for 
us toshare our problems and they are so 

helpful. I would love to see women getting 
promotions as well and not just males.” 

“I started on the 3rd of December 2019 as 
a Milker. I like my job because it requires
planning. I want more experience in the 

industry and; also attend more trainings.” 

“I started working on the 21 November 
2015. A challenge for me is working 

hard especially when cleaning the calf 
pens. What I enjoy the most is feeding 
my calves. I like feeding the calves and 
keeping them clean. My vision is to see 

the farm grow from strength to strength, 
so that many people can get jobs. 

Ms Cikizwa Thandaphi (36)
General Farm Worker

Ms Nomanage Mcimbi (49)
General Farm Worker

Ms Phiweka Mose (40)
General Farm Worker


